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Background 
 

The International Students Science Fair (ISSF) is an annual event co-ordinated by a global collective 

of specialist science secondary schools who have agreed to collaborate for the benefit of their own 

students, as well as promoting the importance of science and STEM (Science, Technology, 

Engineering and Mathematics) education in their own countries and internationally. The schools 

recognise that high quality education and innovation in STEM hold an important key to the 

successful and sustainable future of our countries and our planet, and that international 

collaboration will provide a platform which will enable all of our students to work towards this goal. 

The ISSF has run successfully since 2005, and is the major event of its type in the world. It brings 

together students, teachers, schools and university leaders to share and develop their ideas about 

science in the modern world. Students and teachers from around 40 high-performing science 

schools attend, by invitation, a five-day learning programme organised by an elected host school.  

The schools who have collaborated since 2005 to provide this outstanding opportunity for their 

schools and students now wish to join in support of excellence in science education on a global scale. 

 

A Vision for Engagement and Excellence in Science Education: A New Network of 

Science Schools  
 

The schools previously involved in the ISSF intend to establish an identity as a collaborative and 

influential body of schools that speaks clearly to a wide range of audiences about the nature, 

purpose and significance of the network and its capacity to be a forum in promoting leading edge 

Science education on a global scale. We define ‘Science’ broadly to include STEM. 

The name of this network is proposed to be the International Science Schools Network (ISSN), 

whose logo appears at the top of this document. 

The ISSN decided that it needed to operate under a set of clearly articulated and agreed procedures, 

and this document was constructed in response to that requirement. It has undergone several 

revisions since the first draft appeared at the conclusion of the 2013 ISSF event, hosted by 

Camborne Science and International Academy in Cornwall, UK It is regularly updated by the 

Executive Steering Group at its annual meeting.   

 

 

1. Mission 
 

The mission of the ISSN, via its collective capacity, is to: 

 facilitate leading-edge interaction and collaboration for secondary students in STEM; 
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 build collaboration in STEM education between students, enabling them to share their ideas 

and projects, and solve problems together; 

 build professional capacity and collaboration between teachers and Principals by enabling 

them to share their experiences in and approaches to teaching and learning, and educational 

leadership. 

 

2. Values 
 

The Values of the ISSN are: 

 RESPECT: for the cultural diversity, values, traditions, beliefs and expertise brought to the 

ISSN by each member school; 

 COLLABORATION: in good faith, with all partner schools, we share our expertise, ideas and, 

where appropriate, resources, for the benefit of all our students and the promotion of 

excellence in science awareness and education more globally; 

 SUPPORT AND INCLUSION: for and of each member school and their staff and students, to 

allow opportunities which might otherwise be inaccessible, independent of culture, religion, 

gender or physical disability; 

 SENSE OF COMMUNITY: built to allow us to have a reasoned and credible voice for the 

purpose of the continued advancement of science and science education across the world. 

The ISSN holds the strongest expectation that all member schools will demonstrate and uphold 

these values in all dealings with each other and in all interactions involving staff and students from 

ISSN member schools. 

 

3. Goals 
 

The goals of the ISSN are to: 

3.1 Engage students with an understanding of the significant global issues in science; 

3.2 Empower students to meet significant social challenges from the perspective of global 

scientific collaboration; 

3.3 Enable students to explore science as human endeavour; 

3.4 Inspire students to take action to address the important global issues of our time; 

3.5 Build a global community of young scientists empowered to use their scientific knowledge 

and understanding in a purposeful and ethical manner; 

3.6 Prepare young people to be the future science leaders of our world; 

3.7 Connect young scientists with leading science researchers and practitioners around the 

world; 

3.8 Model the way real scientists work in the global community; 

3.9 Promote inclusive STEM education by supporting schools to participate in the work of the 

ISSN, in partnership with appropriate organisations. 
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4. Membership 
 

4.1 Initial Membership of the ISSN (as of August 2014) 

4.1.1 Membership of the ISSN will comprise Guest Members, Associate Members and Full 

Members; 

ISSN General Membership 

4.1.2 Membership of the ISSN will be granted to applicant schools who can demonstrate they 

meet the six criteria as outlined on the ISSN membership Application Form. These are as 

follows: Alignment with and capacity to contribute to the Mission of the ISSN, Alignment 

with the Values of the ISSN, Alignment with and capacity to contribute to meeting the Goals 

of the ISSN, Demonstrable Specialism in Science, Consistently High Academic Performance, 

and Consistently Good Citizenship as part of the ISSN. The latter three criteria are explained 

more fully in Sections 4.1.3, 4.1.4 and 4.1.5; 

4.1.3 Schools who wish to gain membership of the ISSN must be able to demonstrate they either 

have a designated specialism in Science or STEM education, and/or a demonstrable 

strength in Science or STEM education; 

4.1.4 Schools who wish to gain membership of the ISSN must be able to demonstrate consistently 

good citizenship in the ISSN to that time, via the behaviour and standard of work of their 

students at the ISSF event or events they have attended, engagement of their teachers, 

attention to any payment deadlines and timely communication with the ISSN administration. 

Any school whose application for membership is declined on this basis will not be a member 

of the ISSN. However such a school may reapply at any time and will be admitted to the ISSN 

once they have demonstrated they meet all criteria for membership. 

4.1.5 Schools who wish to gain membership of the ISSN must be able to demonstrate they are 

consistently Academically High Performing, through a number (at least three) of: 

o their high profile in their state or national jurisdiction in Science and STEM 

education; 

o their success in connecting students to STEM pathways; 

o their commitment to building capacity in Science and STEM education; 

o their commitment to outreach provision in Science and STEM education; 

o recognition of high performance, or specialist accreditation, awarded by state, 

national or international authorities; 

o the academic success of their graduating classes. 

4.1.6 These guidelines recognise the need for a transitioning process for schools who have been 

involved in ISSF events moving into the new network. The critical factor to be used in 

organising the initial membership status of schools in the ISSN in August 2014 is the currency 

of attendance at ISSF events between 2011 and 2014. Attendance at ISSF events prior to 

2011 will not be considered, unless a school hosted one of these events; 

4.1.7 Initially the membership of the ISSN (Full and Associate Members) will be set at a maximum 

of 40 schools.  Once this limit is reached the Executive Steering Committee (see 5.1) will 

discuss a new model for potential expansion. The limit is set due to the potential financial 

impact on the Host school of having to accommodate so many schools at their ISSF event; 
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4.1.8 It is the intention of the ISSN that all member schools will endeavour to become Full 

members by satisfying the criteria set out in Sections 4.1.2 to 4.1.5; 

4.1.9 Should any ISSN member school fail to attend two consecutive ISSF events, barring absences 

out of that school’s control such as political instability or a natural disaster in the host 

country or their own country, they will forfeit their current membership and will need to 

apply for Guest status should they wish to re-join at some stage in the future. The level of 

membership on re-entry to the ISSN will be decided by the Steering Committee. 

ISSN Guest Membership 

4.1.10 Initially, schools who attended one ISSF event between 2011 and 2014, and satisfied the 

three criteria outlined in sections 4.1.2 to 4.1.5, were granted Guest Membership of the 

ISSN; 

4.1.11 Any school who attends the ISSF for the first time on the invitation of the Host school will be 

a guest of the host school but not the ISSN; 

4.1.12 From 2016 onwards, there are TWO ways in which a school can be granted Guest 

Membership of the ISSN: 

4.1.12.1 Following their attendance at an ISSF event as a guest of the host school, should that 

school wish to join the ISSN, they may apply for Guest Membership and provide appropriate 

documentation as evidence against the membership criteria. This application should be 

made to the Executive Working Group (EWG) (see 5.5) within two months of the ISSF event 

they attended to maximise their chances of being able to attend the next ISSF event; 

4.1.12.2 If a school with no relationship to the ISSN or any ISSN school wishes to join the 

network, they can submit an application to the EWG, demonstrating they meet the selection 

criteria outlined in in sections 4.1.2 and 4.2. If the EWG determines that the school meets 

the selection criteria, it will ask the relevant Host to invite the school to the next ISSF event. 

If the Host school is able to accommodate this request, the school will then become a Guest 

Member of the ISSN. If the Host school is not able to accommodate the request, the school 

will be invited to the NEXT or a subsequent ISSF event, and can only be granted Guest 

Membership of the ISSN once they have attended an ISSF event. Such schools should note 

the proposed associated costs with attending ISSF events, likely to be instituted from the 

beginning of 2016; 

4.1.13 A Guest Member may apply to the EWG to become an Associate Member, demonstrating 

they meet the selection criteria in section 4.2. As an Associate Member, that school will then 

be invited to all subsequent ISSF events. The school will need to apply for and be granted 

Associate status within the first six months following the last ISSF they have attended; 

4.1.14 It is important to ensure that the ISSN retains global diversity as it grows. The EWG will keep 

this in mind when granting new memberships, and will put together a recommendation for 

consideration at the 2016 ISSF regarding the number of new schools from the same 

geographic region who will be granted Associate membership from 2017 onwards. 

ISSN Associate Membership 

4.1.15 Initially, schools who attended two ISSF events between 2011 and 2014, and satisfied the 

three criteria outlined in sections 4.1.2 to 4.1.5, were granted Associate Membership of the 

ISSN; 
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4.1.16 From 2016 onwards, once a school has been granted Guest Membership of the ISSN and 

attended two ISSF events as a Guest Member, they may apply to the EWG for Associate 

Membership of the ISSN; 

4.1.17 It is an expectation that Associate Members will work towards attaining Full Membership of 

the ISSN via the process described in section 4.1.21 of the ISSN Operating Procedures, within 

the six months immediately following the ISSF which they have last attended; 

4.1.18 Associate Members must be invited to the number of subsequent ISSF events by the 

relevant host schools to enable them to qualify for full membership. 

ISSN Full Membership 

4.1.19 Initially, schools who hosted, or were elected to host, the ISSF in any year between 2005 and 

2014, and satisfied the three criteria outlined in Sections 4.1.2 to 4.1.5, were granted Full 

Membership of the ISSN; 

4.1.20 Initially also, schools who attended three or more ISSF events between 2011 and 2014, and 

satisfied the three criteria outlined in Sections 4.1.2 to 4.1.5, were granted Full Membership 

of the ISSN; 

4.1.21 From 2016 onwards, once a school has been granted Associate Membership of the ISSN and 

attended two ISSF events as an Associate Member, and continue to satisfy the three criteria 

outlined in Sections 4.1.2 to 4.1.5, they may apply to the EWG for Full Membership of the 

ISSN; 

4.1.22 Such schools should note the proposed associated costs with attending ISSF events, likely to 

be instituted from the beginning of 2017. 

 

4.2 Application for Membership of the ISSN 

 

4.2.1 Appropriate proformas will be constructed to allow schools to apply for Guest Membership, 

Associate Membership or Full Membership of the ISSN. The opportunity for existing member 

schools to recommend or support another school’s application to join the ISSN will be 

included in this proforma; 

4.2.2 All applications to join the ISSN, or to change status within the ISSN, must be made to the 

EWG; 

4.2.3 Applications to join the ISSN may be made to the EWG at any time. However, in order for an 

applicant school to attend the ISSF in the same year, or for an existing ISSN member to 

change their status, that school must make their application to the EWG at least six months 

before the ISSF is held that year; 

4.2.4 The EWG will either accept or decline each membership application, and inform the 

applicant school of the decision as soon as is practical; 

4.2.5 All membership decisions made between ISSF events will be presented by the EWG to the 

full Executive Steering Committee (see 5.1) for ratification at their annual meeting at the 

next ISSF event. 
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4.3 Privileges of Member Schools 

Full Members of the ISSN: 

4.3.1 will be invited by the Host school to each ISSF event; 

4.3.2 may attend ISSF events cost-free if they have hosted one; 

4.3.3 are able to include the ISSN logo on all school stationery, advertising material and 

website; 

4.3.4 are able to send a team of three students, one teacher and one Principal to each 

ISSF event; 

4.3.5 may be given the option of sending more than one team to an ISSF event by 

negotiation with the host Principal; 

4.3.6 will receive all ISSN communication including minutes of meetings and newsletters, 

and have access to the ’Members Only’ section of the ISSN website; 

4.3.7 will be able to raise issues for discussion at the Principals’ meeting for Full members 

at each ISSF event by submitting them to the Executive Steering Committee at least 

two weeks prior to the ISSF event;  

4.3.8 will be consulted at the annual Principals’ meeting on any changes to the ISSN 

Operating Procedures; 

4.3.9 will be invited to attend the Principals’ meeting for Full members at each ISSF event, 

at which the Executive Steering Committee (see 5.1) will report on developments 

throughout the previous year, put forward proposals for discussion and ratification 

for the following year, and discuss issues raised by other Full Members. 

 

Associate Members of the ISSN: 

4.3.10 will be invited by the Host school to each ISSF event; 

4.3.11 are able to send a team of three students, one teacher and one Principal to each 

ISSF event;  

4.3.12 will receive all ISSN communication including minutes of meetings and newsletters, 

and have access to the ’Members Only’ section of the ISSN website. 

 

4.4 Expectations of Full, Associate and Guest Members of the ISSN 

Schools who are Full members of the ISSN must: 

4.4.1 Initially (in 2015) pay an establishment fee of US$1000 to the ISSN in order to fund 

the establishment of the identity and begin the initial work of the ISSN. A budget 

with funds allocated to certain tasks will be decided by the EWG and circulated to all 

member schools; 

4.4.2 pay an annual fee of US$1000 to the ISSN to help fund its administration, from the 

beginning of 2016 onwards. These funds will be due by March 31st each year, and 

will guarantee an invitation is made to the next ISSF. Schools in financial difficulty 

with this fee should write to the EWG explaining their circumstances; 

4.4.3 continue to focus their efforts on Science and STEM education; 

4.4.4 promote science and STEM education in a global context; 
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4.4.5 demonstrate their commitment to global collaboration by participating in 

international exchanges, competitions and/or partnerships; 

4.4.6 build capacity in Science and STEM education in local schools; 

4.4.7 be willing and able to host the ISSF (or similar event); 

4.4.8 pay a registration fee of not more than US$2000 (sum to be set by the host school) 

to be able to send a team of three students, one teacher and one Principal to that 

year’s ISSF event, if they have not previously hosted an ISSF event, or been selected 

to host the event at a future date. Any school who has hosted, or has committed to 

host, will be exempt from this commitment. This fee will help to defray the costs of 

meals and accommodation of ISSF participants. Any school wishing to host the ISSF 

must declare their intention to levy this fee at the time they apply to host the ISSF. 

This levy will be at the discretion of the host school, who may decide not to levy one 

at all, and will be due three months prior to the ISSF event. If an invited school does 

not pay by the due date, the host school may withdraw its invitation for that school 

to attend the ISSF. The levy is non-refundable if a school withdraws from the ISSF, 

unless that school can clearly demonstrate their non-attendance is through no fault 

of their own. In this case, the decision to refund this cost or not is at the discretion 

of the host school; 

4.4.9 appoint an ISSN Co-ordinator with a time allocation to support the work of the ISSN 

and get their school more involved in its work. This work should include the 

involvement of students from that school, and raise the profile of that school’s 

membership of the ISSN both within their school and in their wider community. 

Schools who are Associate or Guest members of the ISSN must: 

4.4.10 Initially (in 2015) pay an establishment fee of US$1000 to the ISSN in order to fund 

the establishment of the identity and begin the initial work of the ISSN. A budget 

with funds allocated to certain tasks will be decided by the EWG and circulated to all 

member schools; 

4.4.11 pay an annual fee of US$1000 to the ISSN to help fund its administration, from the 

beginning of 2016 onwards. These funds will be due by March 31st each year, and 

will guarantee an invitation is made to the next ISSF. Schools in financial difficulty 

with this fee should write to the EWG explaining their circumstances; 

4.4.12 continue to focus their efforts on Science and STEM education; 

4.4.13 promote science and STEM education in a global context; 

4.4.14 demonstrate their commitment to global collaboration by participating in 

international exchanges, competitions and/or partnerships; 

4.4.15 build capacity in Science and STEM education in local schools; 

4.4.16 be willing and able to host the ISSF (or similar event); 

4.4.17 pay a registration fee of not more than US$2000 (sum to be set by the host school) 

to be able to send a team of three students, one teacher and one Principal to that 

year’s ISSF event, if they have not been selected to host the event at a future date. 

Any school who has hosted, or has committed to host, will be exempt from this 

commitment. This fee will help to defray the costs of meals and accommodation of 

ISSF participants. Any school wishing to host the ISSF must declare their intention to 

levy this fee at the time they apply to host the ISSF. This levy will be at the discretion 
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of the host school, who may decide not to levy one at all, and will be due three 

months prior to the ISSF event. If an invited school does not pay by the due date, the 

host school may withdraw its invitation for that school to attend the ISSF. The levy is 

non-refundable if a school withdraws from the ISSF, unless that school can clearly 

demonstrate their non-attendance is through no fault of their own. In this case, the 

decision to refund this cost or not is at the discretion of the host school; 

4.4.18 appoint an ISSN Co-ordinator with a time allocation to support the work of the ISSN 

and get their school more involved in its work. This work should include the 

involvement of students from that school, and raise the profile of that school’s 

membership of the ISSN both within their school and in their wider community. 

 

5. Governance 
 

5.1 ISSN Executive Steering Committee 

The governance of the ISSN will be undertaken by an ISSN Executive Steering Committee 

comprising schools which have hosted the ISSF event between 2005 and 2016: 

 Mahidol Wittayanusorn School, Thailand 

 Korea Science Academy of KAIST, South Korea 

 NUS High School of Mathematics and Science, Singapore  

 Australian Science & Mathematics School, Australia 

 Camborne Science & International Academy, United Kingdom 

 National Junior College, Singapore 

 Ritsumeikan Senior High School, Japan 

 Moscow Chemical Lyceum, Russia 

 City Montessori School, India 

 Fort Richmond Collegiate, Canada 

 John Monash Science School, Australia 

5.2 Role of the ISSN Executive Steering Committee 

The role of the ISSN Steering Committee is to undertake the following duties. These will further 

develop over time as the new body gains experience, credibility and strength: 

5.2.1 Ratify new or altered memberships of the ISSN; 

5.2.2 Appoint a ‘banker’ school for the ISSN, who will collect annual membership subscriptions 

(see 4.4). The ‘banker’ school is also responsible for providing the most current annual 

financial statement at the Executive Steering Committee meeting. The initial banker school is 

Fort Richmond Collegiate in Winnepeg, Canada; 

5.2.3 Appoint future host schools for the ISSF; 

5.2.4 Set the agenda for, conduct and circulate the minutes from the annual Executive Steering 

Committee meeting; 

5.2.5 Set the agenda for, conduct and circulate the minutes from the annual Principals meeting for 

Full members; 
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5.2.6 Maintain an on-line network for collaboration; 

5.2.7 Use ISSN membership fees to create and maintain a website, provide newsletters and 

possibly an annual report for the ISSN members; 

5.2.8 Seek sponsorship to support the work of the ISSN; 

5.2.9 Resolve any disputes between schools involved in an ISSF event. 

 

5.3 Meetings of the ISSN Executive Steering Committee 

 

5.3.1 The full ISSN Executive Steering Committee will meet once per year, during the annual ISSF; 

5.3.2 The Principal of each ISSN Executive Steering Committee member school, or their chosen 

representative, will attend this meeting; 

5.3.3 In the event of a Principal of an ISSN Executive Steering Committee member school leaving 

that school, the new Principal will be expected to make a statement of continued support 

for the work of the ISSN and its ISSN Executive Steering Committee; 

5.3.4 The meeting will be chaired by the Principal of the host school with support from Principal 

members of the EWG, and an agenda will be circulated at least one month prior to the 

meeting for the input of other Principals; 

5.3.5 The meeting will discuss matters of relevance to the ISSN, and will appoint the host school 

for the ISSF in two years’ time. This is to ensure the new host school has adequate time to 

prepare for the event, and raise the necessary funds in order to provide a successful and 

memorable experience for participating schools. 

 

5.4 Membership of ISSN Executive Steering Committee 

 

5.4.1 Schools who have hosted, or will host the ISSF, will be invited to be members of the ISSN 

Executive Steering Committee; 

5.4.2 The tenure of member schools on the ISSN Steering Committee is an issue to be resolved in 

the future. However it is strongly recommended that a review of membership takes place 

before the end of 2018, to ensure all member schools on the ISSN Executive Steering 

Committee continue to contribute their time, resources and expertise to the successful 

running of the committee.  

 

5.5 EWG 

 

5.5.1 An EWG (EWG) comprising a smaller number (approximately six, including the ISSN banker 

school) of Principals from interested schools from the Executive Steering Committee will be 

formed; 

5.5.2 The composition of the EWG for the following year will be decided at the annual meeting of 

the Steering Committee; 

5.5.3 The EWG may co-opt up to two consultants to assist it with its work. These consultants will 

be selected by the Steering Committee based on their knowledge and capacity to assist the 

EWG with its work. Such consultants could be former Principals of schools involved in the 

EWG or ISSN Executive Steering Committee. The ISSN Steering Committee is to endorse the 

composition of the EWG for the following year at its annual meeting; 
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5.5.4 The membership of the EWG should be broadly representative of all the member regions. 

Members will be appointed for three years, after which schools can opt for reappointment 

for another three years should they so wish. The membership of the EWG will be ratified by 

the Steering Committee every three years; 

5.5.5 The EWG will meet remotely via technology up to four times per year for the purpose of 

adjudicating membership applications for the ISSN, maintaining momentum and establishing 

initiatives and proposals for the consideration of the whole Executive Steering Committee. 

Minutes will be circulated to all ISSN members. There will be one face-to-face meeting per 

year, prior to the meeting at the ISSF, to maintain momentum in the early years of 

establishment; 

5.5.6 The EWG will prepare the agenda for the annual meeting of the Executive Steering 

Committee, including the proposal to financially support an identified school to attend the 

next ISSF; 

5.5.7 The EWG will meet adjacent to the week of the ISSF event, before the Executive Steering 

Committee and Principals (or Deputy Principals) of ISSN member schools have met, in order 

to establish the body of work for the next 12 months and ratify this with the other Principal 

groups; 

5.5.8 Prepare and manage the ISSN budget for each year; 

5.5.9 The EWG is responsible for maintaining the momentum of the ISSN between ISSF events, 

including the identification and encouragement of future host schools. The EWG will support 

the next Host school with advice, will seek financial support for the work of the ISSN, will 

establish further opportunities for ISSN schools to collaborate, will make recommendations 

to the Executive Steering Committee regarding membership applications, will discuss new 

models of operation as the ISSN grows in size and influence into the future, including 

clusters of schools geographically close to a Full or Associate member of the ISSN, and will 

make recommendations about strategies to secure and  sustain the longer term vision for 

and future of the ISSN; 

5.5.10 The EWG will provide the next host school with an appropriate list of schools which should 

be invited to their event, including those aspiring to full membership of the ISSN; 

5.5.11 We believe that students of ISSN schools should have some ownership of the ISSN. We will 

pilot the creation of a representative committee of students from the EWG schools to 

collaborate and feed suggestions and ideas to the hosts of the next ISSF event, and to the 

EWG. This strategy will inform how we will get more student involvement in the ISSN in the 

longer term as we attempt to make the ISSN a significant global organization. 

5.6 Operating Procedures, By-laws, Constitution  

The ISSF was conceived in 2004 by four schools: The Australian Science and Mathematics School, 

Mahidol Wittayanusorn School Thailand, Korean Science Academy and Ritsumeikan High School, 

Japan. The ISSF has operated successfully since 2005, and has attracted the participation of 

many schools across the world. At the Camborne Science Fair in the UK in 2013, it was suggested 

by a few schools that a set of Operating Procedures for the ISSN be drafted. This document is a 

first response to this call. The decision about pursuing a constitution rests with the Executive 

Steering Committee. However any such deliberations should take into account the maintenance 

of the integrity and the relative ease of the current collaboration, without creating unwanted 

legal implications. 
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6. The International Students Science Fair 

The International Students Science Fair (ISSF) is the major annual event promoted by the ISSN. 

The ISSF provides a unique forum for budding scientists to display their enquiry skills and defend 

their findings in a non-competitive environment. The event provides senior (Years 10-12) 

students from around the world valuable opportunities to work in collaborative settings to 

exchange ideas, hone their research techniques and engage their inquisitive minds in the fields 

of, science, technologies, engineering and mathematics (STEM), with like-minded peers. 

Opportunities are provided that extend student thinking, allowing them to use their knowledge 

in interesting ways and encourage all participants to explore their ethics and assumptions in the 

STEM fields. In particular, the team-work in problem solving and sharing sessions gives students 

and educators the opportunity to work with peers from different nations, thus promoting the 

inter-cultural understandings needed in the 21st Century. A significant component of ISSF is the 

cultural and social interactions which help develop friendships and collaborative opportunities 

amongst our students and educational leaders which may be the basis for future co-operation 

and study.  

6.1  Previous International Students Science Fairs  

 1st ISSF 2005 Bangkok, Thailand, hosted by Mahidol Wittayanusorn School 

 2nd ISSF 2006 Busan, South Korea, hosted by Korea Science Academy of KAIST 

 3rd ISSF 2007 Lucknow, India, hosted by City Montessori School 

 4th ISSF 2008 Kyoto, Japan, hosted by Ritsumeikan Senior High School 

 5th ISSF 2009 Singapore, hosted by National Junior College 

 6th ISSF 2010 Adelaide, Australia, hosted by Australian Science & Mathematics School 

 7th ISSF 2011 Bangkok, Thailand, hosted by Mahidol Wittayanusorn School 

 8th ISSF 2012 Winnipeg, Canada, hosted by Fort Richmond Collegiate, Winnipeg 

 9th ISSF 2013 Camborne, UK, hosted by Camborne Science & International Academy 

 10th ISSF 2014 Moscow, Russia, hosted by Moscow Chemical Lyceum 

 11th ISSF 2015 Melbourne, Australia, hosted by John Monash Science School 

 12th ISSF 2016 Singapore, hosted by National University of Singapore High School of 

Mathematics and Science 

 13th ISSF 2017 Busun, Korea, hosted by Korea Science Academy of KAIST 

 14th ISSF 2018 Boston Illinois, USA, hosted by Illinois Mathematics and Science Academy 

 
 

6.2 Important Features of the ISSF 

The major focus of the ISSF is sharing and collaboration. The event itself is not competitive, but a 

chance for students to share knowledge and ideas, and to gain constructive feedback on their 

work from academic experts and teachers. Schools may acknowledge excellent posters or 

presentations in any suitable way, other than by making awards in order of merit. 

Each ISSF will generally have the following features: 
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 High quality keynote speakers and presentations 

 Student-led and conducted research project presentations 

 Student poster sharing 

 Cultural sharing and presentations 

 Collaborative student problem or challenge-based workshops based on emerging 

contemporary and interdisciplinary science themes decided by the host school 

 Industrial and cultural tours 

 Teacher professional workshops 

 Principal meetings and workshops 

 Social activities 

 

6.3 Applying to Host the ISSF  

Only Full and Associate members of the ISSN may apply to host the ISSF. A draft application form 

for schools wishing to apply to host the annual ISSF has been prepared by the Participating 

Schools responsible for this document. It is included as an Appendix. Applications to host the 

ISSF two years hence are to be submitted to the EWG at least six weeks prior to the next ISSF 

event.  

It is a requirement that any intending ISSF Host school has either secured promised funding prior 

to lodging their application, or has a plan in place which will guarantee funding for the ISSF 

should they be successful. A school may host the ISSF more than once.  

6.4 Expectations of the Host School of the ISSF 

 

6.4.1 The Host school for any ISSF will invite Full, Associate Members, and where possible Guest 

Members of the ISSN to send a team. Teams will comprise three students and a teacher. The 

Principal of each ISSN Member school is also invited; 

6.4.2 The Host school will begin and maintain regular contact with invited schools at least six 

months immediately prior to their ISSF event; 

6.4.3 The Host school is responsible for providing international standards for the accommodation, 

food, safety, security and hygiene for all participants via an agreed ISSN Risk Assessment 

proforma. It is expected that the Principals will stay in separate accommodation to the 

students and teachers, for the purpose of being able to meet and network; 

6.4.4 The Host school is responsible for providing the venues, program, in-country transport, 

meals and accommodation for all invited school teams, and sourcing funding to ensure this 

is possible. It is expected that the Principals will follow most of the Student Program, but 

allowance must be made to accommodate Principal meetings and other activities deemed 

appropriate by the Host school; 

6.4.5 The Host school will assist with the procurement of visas if this is appropriate, and is advised 

to start this process as early as practicable; 

6.4.6 The Host school is welcome to invite schools from other locations to their event, depending 

on their capacity to accommodate extra visitors. These schools would usually have an 

existing relationship with the host school, and may be international, from another state in 

the Host country or local; 
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6.4.7 Any school who is invited to attend the ISSF by the Host school must have the potential to be 

a member of the ISSN, that is satisfy the selection criteria in Sections 4.1.2 to 4.1.5. An 

exception could be a school that the Host school is supporting, who might never have the 

capacity nor the resources to join the ISSN in the future; 

6.4.8 The Host school is responsible for the daily co-ordination of the event for the week; 

6.4.9 The Host school is responsible for ensuring all projects presented are given constructive and 

supportive feedback. The ISSF is a non-competitive event focussed on collaboration, learning 

and sharing. The Host school may decide to nominate some projects for special recognition; 

6.4.10 The Host school Principal will facilitate a meeting of the Executive Steering Committee of the 

ISSN in the first three days of the ISSF week, with a member or members of the EWG to 

Chair the meeting, as per note 5.3 in this document; 

6.4.11 The Host school Principal will chair, or facilitate the chairing by a member or members of the 

EWG, a meeting of all member Principals of the ISSN later in the ISSF week; 

6.4.12 The Host school may provide each participating school with a gift or memento of the event 

should they so wish; 

6.4.13 The Host school must provide a detailed report to the EWG one year prior to hosting the 

ISSF which details progress to that point. The report must include the final dates for the 

event, the accommodation which has been booked, program details which have been 

decided, the estimated financial commitment for the event and the funds which have been 

sourced to that point. 

 

6.5 Expectations of Schools Attending the ISSF 

 

6.5.1 Each school is responsible for organising their travel, visas and insurance to and from the city 

hosting the ISSF; 

6.5.2 Each school is responsible for co-operating with the Host school fully prior to the ISSF, 

completing all documentation related to their attendance on time; 

6.5.3 Each school is responsible for ensuring their students complete a project which honours the 

theme of the ISSF and is completed to a standard commensurate with that expected in a 

prestigious international event, prepare a poster demonstrating their learning as well as a 

presentation of their work involving all students in the team; 

6.5.4 Each school is responsible for the conduct of their students while attending the ISSF, 

ensuring they attend all events, engage fully in all activities and represent their school in an 

exemplary manner; 

6.5.5 The teachers and Principal of each attending school are expected to supervise their students 

and fully engage in the program, including professional presentations as appropriate, 

educational sharing sessions with colleagues, and facilitating the student project 

presentations and feedback; 

6.5.6 Pay any fees owing to the host school, from 2016 onwards, should the levy option outlined 

in Section 4 be adopted by the host school; 

6.5.7 These funds must be paid at least three months prior to the event, and are non-refundable 

unless adequate reasons are given (see note 4.4.17); 

6.5.8 Schools who commit to attending an ISSF but either withdraw within two weeks of the event 

being held, or fail to attend with no satisfactory explanation, must reimburse the Host 
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school the entire cost of their accommodation, meals and transport for the duration of the 

ISSF. Failure to do so will result in their exclusion from all future ISSF events; 

6.5.9 Each school participating in the ISSF should bring a gift to the host school, and should 

organise small gifts or souvenirs for their students to give other students they meet at the 

event. From 2017 onwards, there will be no formal exchanging of gifts between schools at 

the ‘All Principals’ meeting. 
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APPENDIX ONE: Application/Proposal to Host ISSF 
 

The ISSF is a yearly, international five-day event aimed at bringing together students, educators, and 

educator leaders for collaboration around science education, especially highlighting 

accomplishments of students in authentic research investigations. Only Full and Associate members 

of the ISSN may apply to host the ISSF. 

 

An application to host the ISSF is intended to provide the ISSN Executive Steering Committee with 

information about what the proposed ISSF event may be composed of, and the level of commitment 

(such as funding) that has been secured.  Brevity, and completeness of information, is appreciated; 

websites may be provided for reference instead of textual information.  Applications of 1-2 pages 

may be sufficient to communicate intent; applications should not exceed 5 pages.  Multiple 

proposals may be received for a specific year; the application is considered to be a dynamic and 

evolving document.   

 

 

School Name: 

 

Country: 

 

School Website: 

 

School Description: 

 Limit description to 200 words; description is optional if a school website (in English) is 

provided 

 

ISSF Theme:   

 Please list the suggested/tentative theme/title for the ISSF event, if known. 

 

Proposed Dates: 

 More than one date can be proposed for consideration;  

 Exact date(s) do not need to be provided, but date(s) should be focused to at least a specific 

month(s) 

 Please provide a brief rationale for the proposed date(s); for example, school semester or 

term break, if appropriate. 

 Are you willing to host ISSF in a different year than listed above? 

 

Location: 

 Please provide the location(s) where events (opening and closing ceremonies, activities, 

presentations) will be held. 

 Please provide the location and brief description of the accommodations (hotel, university; 

en-suite bath; number of individuals per room). 

 

Size: 
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 Please provide information about other schools, outside of ISSF member schools, that you 

intend to invite.  How many students and adults do you anticipate having in attendance? 

Proposed Funding/Sponsors: 

 Please provide a detailed listing of sponsors/partners and status (considering sponsorship, 

invited, to be contacted, and so forth) in relation to supporting ISSF. 

 

ISSF Workshops/Events: 

 Please provide a listing, brief description (1-2 sentences), and status (proposed/under 

consideration, confirmed) of the workshops and field trips, if known, for the ISSF. 

 

Experience: 

 Please list and briefly describe up to 5 past events similar to ISSF that your school has 

organized and hosted.  Include scope, length, purpose, target audiences. 

 

Risk Assessment: 

 Proforma supplied by Susan Hyde ASMS. If this is judged to be inadequate, the school cannot 

be awarded the hosting of the ISSF. 

 
Selection Criteria: 
 
 

Element 2 1 0 

Country Different continent Same continent  Same as prior year 

School Outstanding Excellent Good 

Theme Innovative/current Average/acceptable None 

Dates Multiple dates 
proposed 

One date proposed No date proposed 

Event locations Excellent/secured Proposed/not secured None 

Accommodations Excellent/secured Proposed None 

Size 125-150 students 150-200 students <100 or >200 
students 

Funding Proposal Sound, well thought 
through, multiple 
sponsors, known 
funding target 

Some sponsors 
proposed, some 
thinking around target 

No thinking around 
target, minimal work 
done as yet 

Workshops/events Most planned Some planned None planned  
 

Experience Hosted more than 3 
similar events 

Hosted between 1 and 
3 similar events 

No similar events 
hosted 
 

Risk Assessment Excellent Adequate Inadequate 
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APPENDIX TWO: Decisions to be made by the Executive Steering Committee on 

the following proposals: 
 

 

1. That a decision about whether or not the Executive Steering Committee wants to constitute 

the network needs to be made; 

 

2. That the new network consider the creation of a statement of intent to be signed by schools 

in the Executive Steering Committee, committing member schools to ongoing international 

collaboration for the promotion of excellence in Science and STEM education both globally, 

and in their own countries; 

 

3. That member schools discuss ways in which the new network may have a stronger voice in 

the science arena, by consideration of some or all of: 

a. An ongoing on-line presence; 

b. The production of an annual report on the work of the ISSN and its member schools; 

c. The pursuit of financial sponsorship to allow the employment of staff to manage the 

ongoing work of the new Network. This may include the provision of an annual 

affiliation fee by member schools; 

d. The provision of financial support for the next ISSF host to ensure their planning gets 

away to a successful start. 


